Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.049; wR factor = 0.145; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.9.
Related literature
For enamino esters as intermediates in the synthesis of natural products, see: Marchand et al. (1994) . -Enamino esters are useful in synthesis of pharmaceuticals and bioactive heterocycles (Spivey et al., 2003) and as precursors for the preparation of antibacterial, anticonvulsant (Michael et al., 2001) , anti-inflamatory and antitumour agents. For the functionalization of these compounds by the introduction of different substituents on the nitrogen, -carbon and -carbonylic carbon atoms, see: Braibante et al. (2002) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
The enamino esters are gaining increased interest, which are known as important intermediates for the synthesis of natural products (Marchand et al, 1994) . The β-enamino esters are useful in synthesis of pharmaceuticals and bioactive heterocycles (Spivey et al., 2003) and as precursors for the preparation of antibacterial, anticonvulsant (Michael et al., 2001) , anti-inflamatory and antitumour agents. The functionalization of these compounds by the introduction of different substituents on the nitrogen atom, the α-carbon and β-carbonylic carbon atoms has been studied (Braibante et al., 2002) .
The molecular structure and the atomic numbering scheme is shown in Fig. 1 . The trimethylyphenyl substituent is almost perpendicular to the β-enaminoester function forming a dihedral angle of 88.10 (6)°.
Experimental
A mixture of ethyl acetoacetate (5 mmol), 2,4,6-trimethylaniline (5 mmol) were dispersed on Actisil-FF (1 g, Mexican
Bentonitic Clay) and the mixture was stirred at r.t overnight. The product was extracted by washing the clay with CH 2 Cl 2 (3x10mL), dried (Na 2 SO 4 ), filtred and the solvent was removed in vacuo. The crude product was purified by column chromatography and recrystallized from hexane. Yield: 92%, M.p. 65.4°C
Refinement H atom on amine group was found in Fourier map and its coordinates were refined with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (N). H atoms bonded to C atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions [C-H = 0.97 Å (for CH 2 ) and 0.96 Å (for CH 3 )] and refined using a riding model with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C) or 1.5 U eq C(methyl).
Figures Fig. 1 . The Molecular structure with the atom numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 40% probability level. H atoms bonded to C omitted. The intramolecular hydrogen bond is shown as a dashed line.
(Z)-Ethyl 3-(2,4,6-trimethylanilino)but-2-enoate Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods Extinction correction: none 
Special details

